State differences

Distribution of hospitals
The distribution of rural and urban hospitals by State varies widely. The District of Columbia, New Jersey, and Rhode Island are classified as completely urban and have no rural hospitals. Another 14 States have less than 50 percent of the total hospitals classified as rural hospitals. Arizona and Indiana have an equal number of each. The remaining 32 States have a higher proportion of rural hospitals than urban hospitals, with Idaho, Montana, and South Dakota having more than 90 percent of their hospitals classified as rural.
Discharges
More than 50 percent of all Medicare discharges from rural hospitals occur in just 14 of the 48 States that have rural hospitals. In three of these StatesIdaho, Mississippi, and Vermont-rural hospital discharges exceed 75 percent of the total number of discharges. In contrast, fewer than 5 percent of the discharges in California, Connecticut, and Massachusetts are from rural hospitals. The range of variation in the number of Medicare discharges per hospital is large from 134 discharges per rural hospital in Alaska to 4,857 discharges per urban hospital in Delaware.
Average length of stay
Variation in the average length of stay (ALOS) is significant between States, and between rural and urban hospitals within States. New York has the longest ALOS, 13.7 days, comprised of 13.9 days for urban hospitals, and 12.2 days for rural hospitals. Short-stay hospitals in Idaho have the shortest ALOS, 6.3 days. The State of Oregon has the shortest ALOS for urban hospitals, 6.6 days, and Utah has the shortest ALOS for rural hospitals, 5.4 days. Nationally, the difference in ALOS between urban and rural hospitals is 2.1 days. Of the 48 States that have rural hospitals, 40 States have absolute differences between urban and rural hospital ALOS lower than the absolute difference for the national urban and rural ALOS. The difference in ALOS between urban and rural hospitals in the State of Idaho is a mere one-half day; the differences in the States of Alaska and Hawaii approach 3 days. 
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